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IMMEDIATELY

MOST MONTANANS OPT
FOR HOME OWNERSHIP
MISSOULA--Despite high interest rates and inflated housing prices, Montanans still
prefer living in single-family homes they own themselves.

This is just one of

the findings of a survey conducted by the University of Montana's Bureau of
Business and Economic Research under the sponsorship of the Montana Board of
Housing.

A report detailing the survey's results was recently made available

to the public.
The survey included a random sampling of the housing needs and preferences
of nearly 1,200 Montana households.

While the project was intended primarily

to obtain the kinds of information that would assist the Montana Board of Housing
in its planning for the 1979-81 biennium, it also generated additional information
concerning the current housing situation in the state.
A significant proportion of the state's households reside in single-family
dwellings.

The survey found that 72 percent of the respondents reported residing

in single-family homes, while 15 percent reported living in duplexes, apartments
and other multiunit complexes, and 12 percent in mobile homes.

Most Montanans

continue to own their homes; 69 percent of the survey participants reported they
were either buying their home or already owned it free and clear.

(over)
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On the whole, Montanans are happy with their current housing conditions.

Over

90 percent of all the survey participants rated their neighborhoods as "excellent"
or "good"; slightly fewer described their current housing as excellent or good.
A sizable proportion of those surveyed did report needing different housing,
however.

Nearly 35 percent of those questioned indicated they were actually looking

for other housing or considering looking for other housing at the time of the survey.
The reasons given for seeking other living acconmodations included poor insulation,
inadequate heat, and overcrowding of the respondents' current housing, as well as
high monthly rental payments and other expenses.
Using the survey results to project actual numbers for the state, the bureau
estimates that about 23,000 Montana households will need different housing accommo
dations in 1979.

While mobile homes and condominiums were considered acceptable

housing alternatives, over 80 percent of those seeking different housing preferred
single family homes.

Most, if they could afford it, preferred to buy rather than

rent.
The state's seven most populous counties contain many of the households seeking
other housing.

Of those, Missoula County leads the way; 24 percent of the county

residents surveyed reported actually looking for other housing, and 19 percent had
considered looking.

Lewis and Clark, Flathead, Yellowstone, Gallatin, Cascade and

Silver Bow also showed sizable numbers of households seeking or considering different
housing.

Many of these households are headed by persons in the younger age groups,

and many reported that their 1978 yearly income was less than $20,000.
Other findings of the survey include household size and income; length of
residence in current community; level of education completed by household heads;
ownership, age and size of current dwelling units; monthly rental and mortgage
payments, and respondents' attitudes toward living in condominiums and mobile homes.
Specific information concerning Cascade, Flathead, Gallatin, Lewis and Clark, Missoula,
Silver Bow and Yellowstone Counties is also contained in the report.
(more)
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Copies of the housing study report are available at the Bureau of Business
and Economic Research, University of Montana, Missoula, and at the Montana Board
of Housing, Mitchell Building, Helena.

Cost of the report is $3.

